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Information for Primary Care

Predicted outcomes of bowel cancer screening

*	 Based on an uptake rate of 78%. Reasons for participants not undergoing colonoscopy may include non-attendance, having a procedure performed privately, 
currently undergoing therapy/polyp follow up, having had a recent diagnostic evaluation or having no colon.

For every 1000 individuals who complete the FOBt

Around 20 have a positive FOBt result and are 
offered colonoscopy
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Around 2 have bowel cancer 
detected at colonoscopy
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Around 6 have polyps 
detected at colonoscopy
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Around 16 undergo the colonoscopy 
procedure*
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Around 8 have nothing abnormal 
detected at colonoscopy
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